Business: Stock market's nearly 13% plunge is worst day in more than three decades and has Wall Street talking recession. A13 
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Trump: ‘It’s bad; it's bad’ 


As president shifts to more somber tone and warns of recession, U.S. issues 


THORITIES. 
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By Jonathan Lansner and Alicia Robinson 


Staff writers 


The retail giant South Coast Plaza will close 
for two weeks after learning a store employee 
had tested positive for the new coronavirus. 

The Costa Mesa shopping center told tenants 
Monday it would shut at 7 p.m. with plans to 
reopen March 31. In a memo to its tenants, the 
mall did not identify which store was involved 
in the virus discovery, but representatives noted 


it closed Sunday evening. 


EVAN VUCCI — 1 


President Donald Trump, listening to Vice President Mike Pence during a news conference with the coronavirus task force at the White 
acknowledged the pandemic may send the economy into a recession and suggested the nation may be dealing with the virus until “July or August.” 


South 
Coast Plaza to close 2 weeks 
after employee tests positive 


new guidelines urging older Americans to stay home, others to avoid crowds 


By Jonathan Lemire, 
Andrew Taylor and Jill Colvin 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Racing to stall 
an expected surge of corona- 
virus cases, the White House 
on Monday released a series of 
sweeping guidelines that for the 
next 15 days will temporarily re- 
write the norms of American so- 
ciety. 

President Donald Trump, em- 
ploying a newly somber tone 
about the crisis enveloping the 
globe, urged all older Ameri- 
cans to stay home and every- 
one to avoid crowds and eating 
out at restaurants. The presi- 
dent for the first time acknowl- 
edged that the pandemic may 
send the economy into a reces- 
sion and suggested that the na- 
tion may be dealing with the vi- 
rus until “July or August.” 

“Someday soon, hopefully, it 
will end, and we’ll be back to 
where it was,” Trump said, ac- 
cording to a report by Bloom- 
berg, but he acknowledged: 
“It’s bad. It’s bad. We’re going 
to hopefully be a best case and 
not a worst case.” 

The guidelines were released 
to an uneasy country. The stock 
market had its worst day since 
1987, America’s largest school 
system shut its doors and ques- 
tions remained about the ad- 
ministration’s ability to test for 


HE ASSOCIATED PRESS the virus and provide hospital 
House on Monday, space for those who fall ill. 
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There’s no 
stopping St. Patrick’s Day 
at these Irish pubs 


May the saddest day of your future be no worse 
than the happiest day of your past. 
— Irish proverb 


By Keith Sharon 
ksharon@scng.com, @KeithSharonOC on Twitter 


The bagpipes will play. 

The Celtic bands will go on. Shots of Jameson 
will be consumed. For many Irish pubs, bars and 
restaurants, St. Patrick’s Day will not be a vic- 
tim of the coronavirus, despite federal and state 
suggestions that bars close and people don’t con- 


“It is with sadness that we report that an em- PHOTO BY DREW A. KELLEY gregate. 
ployee in one of our stores at the center received South Coast Plaza in Costa Mesa lacks customers Monday after a store At least, that is the plan as of midafternoon 
news last night of testing positive,” the memo employee tested positive for the new coronavirus. Monday. 


states. “We understand the closures of public 
gathering places in Orange County now needs 
to happen as soon as possible for a chance to 
meaningfully stem the pandemic. ... In light of 
the news, we have made the difficult decision 
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“We are still deciding ... to remain open,” said 
John Lyons, owner of the Harp Inn in Costa Mesa. 
“People need an outlet.” 

The Harp Inn is certainly not alone. Limericks, 
with pubs in Alhambra, Upland and Chino Hills, 

IRISH » PAGE 8 


INSIDE 


A6: Coronavirus forces restaurants around SoCal to temporarily close. 


A7: Community clinics in dire need of masks, gowns and sanitizer. 


Election data shows how OC voters behaved 


Turnout was strong March 3, but late, even with new early voting system 


By Brooke Staggs 
and Ian Wheeler 
Staff writer 


Sen. Bernie Sanders led in nearly 
half of Orange County’s precincts. 

Voters with no party preference 
swung the vote-by-mail turnout 
strongly in favor of Democrats. 

And, despite a new 11-day elec- 


tion window and a heavy emphasis 
on mail-in ballots, 7 of 10 in-person 
voters waited till the last day, March 
3, to walk into a vote center to cast 
their ballots. 

These are a few of the local voting 
facts emerging as the Orange County 
registrar of voters counts the last of 
the ballots from the primary election. 

While final numbers are expected 


to be certified in April, an analysis of 
the preliminary totals offers insight 
into everything from how local turn- 
out compared with previous cycles to 
which parts of the county are most 
supportive of which presidential con- 
tenders seven months before the gen- 

eral election. 
In the 10 days since the California 
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Seven of 10 in-person voters waited until the last day to 
vote in Orange County, despite an 11-day window. 
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